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JANUARY MEETING 

Sunday - 30 Jan., 1994 - Washington County Library at 3 pm; hosts: Janice and Russell Tyson. 
Invite a friend - bring a relative. Get the new year off to a good start by introducing someone to 
genealogy. New president Russell Tyson will preside. (Consult newspaper announcement 
concerning whether we will have a guest speaker at this meeting.) 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Jack Leggette , 206 Todd Circle, Warner Robins GA 3 1088. Mr. Leggette writes: "...I am 
particularly interested in obtaining information relative to the parents of my Great-Grandfather 
ABSALOM LEGGETT, born CA 1735 in Bertie County, N.C. His son was DANIEL 
LEGGETT, tailor, of then Tyrrell County, which later became Washington County, N.C. LUKE 
LEGGETT, also of Tyrrell,..., may have also been a son of Absalom." 

William Sawyer 102 Tweed Court, Summerville SC 29483: "My family comes from Plymouth, 
Creswell and Cherry. I have done research at your courthouse and found a couple things. ..I would 
appreciate any information pertaining to my family..." Looking for Benjaman Sawyer; Overton; 
Spears. 

CONDOLENCES 

To Ronnie Comstock on the loss of his mother, Laura Frances Comstock, 75, on Saturday, 1 
Jan., 1994. A native of Washington County, Mrs. Comstock was born 7 Oct., 1918, the daughter 
of the late William A. and Eva Mae Ainsley Davenport. Other survivors include a brother, 
Marvin Alexander Davenport, Sr., of Williamston. Ronnie is a charter member of WCGS, having 
served as one of its first officers and we extend our sincere sympathies to him and his family. 

APPROPRIATE NAME 
The word cemetery comes from the Greek koimeterion, which means sleeping chamber. 

HOW IT SOUNDS 

"Ocupsyshien - census taker. I am a census takers for the city of Bufflow. Our city has groan 
very fast in resent years and now in 1865, it has become a hard and time consuming job to count 
all the peephill. There is not many that can do this work, as it is necessarie to have an ejucashun, 
wich a lot of person stil do not have. Anuther atribert needed for this job is good spelling, for 
many of the pephill to be counted can hardle speek inglish, let alon spel there names." Mifflin 
Col. Hist. News, Jan. 1990; Kishwaukee Genealogist Vol. 111:4. 

A SUBSTITUTE 

During the Civil War, draftees could escape military service by paying someone to take their 
place. 

BORN IN VIRGINIA 

When reference is made to a person having been born in Virginia as early as 1728 or as late as 
1850, this could indicate he was born in any part of the following states: Illinois, 1781-1818; 
Indiana, 1787-1816; Kentucky, 1775-1792; Maryland, 1775-1792; North Carolina, 1728-1779;; 
Ohio, 1778-1803; Tennessee, 1760-1803; West Virginia; 1769-1853. News From TheNW, Mt. 
Prospect, IL. XI:3. 

BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION 

Members of the Washington County Board of Commissioners, during their first meeting of the 
new year, again discussed creating a Bicentennial Commission to plan for the 1999 birthday 
celebration for Washington County. They expressed concern that so few folks had volunteered to 
serve on the commission. They are asking each of the three towns and societies to recommend 
additional members. If you have not agreed to serve, are interested in helping to prepare for this 
observation, let Lois C. Askew, Clerk to the Commissioners, or any member of the board of your 
interest. 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

P O BOX 567 
PLYMOUTH NC 27962 

1994 OFFICERS: 

Russell Tyson, President Louise Spruill, Vice President 

Peggy B. Adams, Recording Sec. Lawrence Swain, Treasurer 

Barbara M Revels, Corresponding Sec. 
Russell Tyson; A. B. Davenport, Jr., Vernon Everett, Peggy B. Adams and Ed Norman, 
Directors. 

COPIES OF THE 1860 CENSUS AND WASHINGTON COUNTY 
MARRIAGES, VOL. I - STILL AVAILABLE 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY 



HAPPY NEW YEAR! HAPPY HUNTING! 
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Roper 

Residents give 
glimpse of past 
to build exhibit 

Editor's note: Beaufort. Hyde, Martin and 
Washington counties contain many small com- 
munities — ur»ns and crossroads that make up 
in character what they lack in population. Each 
mcnth, the Living section of the Daily News 
profiles one of these communities. The 15th 
subject of the series is Roper. 
By MX PeHin 
Staff Writer 

ROPER — Several months ago, the Port O' 
Plymouth Museum solicited the help of Roper 
residents to compile a history of the town. 

Their efforts have resulted in a historical ex- 
hibit of Roper currently on display at the 
museum. 

The museum put the exhibit together and did 
some researching on its own, but the best 
source of information came from Roper locals. 
Patricia Monte, curator of the museum, said. 

"It was a very informal group," Ms. Monte 
said "I just asked some of the older citizens in 
town to help." 

The group met about once a month for one 
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year, its mam objective was to compile a run- The old grist stone remains as a visible reminder of Lee's Mill —an artifact from a business that stayed In cor: 
Ring documentation of the town's history, ex- ou* operation tor more than two centuries. At the time ol Its destruction, the mill was the state's oldest deve 1 c 
plained Frankie Hassell, a member of' the use ol water power. 



group. 

Other members of the group were Florence 
Oliver. Mildred Martns, Jean Rose, Mayor E. V. 
Wilkin* and Martha Spruill. 

-"A lot had been published on (the town), but 
sever a cohesive history," Ms. Hassell said. 
"And we still haven't written one yet." 

What they accomplished, though, lends 
some insight into the town of Roper. The exhi- 
bit contains several old photgraphs of the town 
from the early 1900s, along with an assortment 
of artifacts from stores thai popped up in the 
town through the yean. 

"A lot of the time, our sessions would just 
take the form of people reminiscing," Ms. Has- 
sell said. "And it was fascinating to hear." 

Roper, it seems, isn't what it used to be. In 
fact, it's not even where it used to be. 

Before Roper became Roper in Washington 
County, it went by the name of Lee's Mill and 



was actually pan of Tyrrell County up until dam. 



1799, Ms. Monte said. 

Lee's Mill was a small town by any measure, 
and at the center of it all was, surprise, Lee's 
Mill, which, ironically,' wasn't built by a man 
named Lee, but by a man named Thomas 
Blount 

The mill didn't become Lee's Mill until 
Blount died in 1706 and Thomas Lee married 
Blount's widow, after which he dubbed the mill 
with his own name. 

Lee's Mill, a small part of which still stands 
in Roper today, was built in 1702 and cut lum- 
ber and ground mill until 1921. It probably 
could have done business for a lot longer, if it 
hadn't been for a group of disgruntled farmers. 

The farmers, upset that the mill was dam- 
ming water to use as a power source and depriv- 
ing their fields of much-needed moisture, snuck 
out one night and proceeded to blow up the 



The flavor of Lee's Mill, however, remains 
in Roper to this day. 

"A lot of the older residents in town can still 
remember going over to the mill and loving the 
smell of grain," Ms. Monte said. 

In addition to a small grindstone from the 
mill, Blount's house is also still a future in 
Roper, where it stands across from the old mill 
site. One of the bricks in the home's chimney, 
Ms. Monte said, dates back id 1838. 

Lee Mill's remained the name of the town 
until John L. Roper rode into the area and estab- 
lished the Roper Lumber Co. 

Roper, who was originally from Pennsylva- 
nia, first became familiar with the town when 
he was an Union soldier stationed in Virginia. 
He saw the potential of the area for lumber pro- 
duction, and after the Civil War he returned to 
the town that today bears his name. 



During its peak, the Roper Lumber C 
to biggest supplier of cedar shinglesin v.. 
tied States, Ms. Hassell said. 

As a result, the town naturally bc^_ 
thrive. The name of the town was change: 
Lee's Mill to Roper, Ms. Hassell said, pr : 
to give publicity to Roper's lumber r 

"I'm sure some of it was probably v. 
Ms. Hassell said, "but if it was, it was do- 
He helped to develop more of the tov. : 
anybody else." 

The lumber mill, Ms. Hassell said, em- 
ptied the town with its water and elec 
And when the mill shut down operation - 
night, so did the town. 

The lights would blink around - 
night," Ms. Hassell said, "and (residen l- 
they would have about 50 more min- 
electricity." 
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